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Upper School Curriculum Guide

Ninth Grade

Tenth Grade

Eleventh Grade

Twelfth Grade

Language Arts

To develop proficiency in the language arts; to expenience regional,
national and world literature, past and present; to develop an ap
precustion of and response to iterature; fo provide s unique means
of explonng the spectrum of human concerns and behavior; o
aciuire insights into human community, its cultures, societies, and
languages; to promote personal growth and social development
through the use of language

Explorations in World Literature

This course provides for the contining growth of each shadent's abali-
ties to be ertically analytical and articulate about the pieces of world
literature studied through the use of nquiry based discussion. A
combimation of lecture and seminar, this course asks students 1o think
of literature culturally, themitically and theoretically. They will be
asked to engage in examination of literature which expresses man
kind's thoughts, feelings and longings. through the exploration of
diversity and complexity of the human experience and condition

——
A Sense of ive Literature
Throughoul the world's Titerature, one of the common themes exam:
ined, explored and charncterized is the human relafionship to the
communities which he/she participates. Since each indivadual s a
wember of i greater ghobal community, students are asked to explore
what the sense of community means to them and o relate that to conr-
nvtartaties fonned in therr Ierary expenence. Students interpret and
question each particular author's presence in the contemporary world
anel hopefully reveal a new path of communication,

Survey of American Literature

In this genre study, students read, analyze and evaluate i core of e
homored masterpieces of American literature, The four genres covered
include poetry, short story, drama and the novel, Students are encour
aged to discover the i tinuities that Amenican liferature
contributes to our world and to foster an awareness and understanding
of American culture in our increasingly complex world
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Return to Sel~Modern World Literature

Feing in the position of looking retrospectively upon the twentieth-
century does not afford s the luxury of *iwakening” from the
“mghtmare of history” as Joyee's Steven Daedalus wished to do. v
stead, surveying the 20th contury Literary and cultural productions
compels students to ask questions about their relationship 1o the past,
their place in the present, and their prospects for the future. Students
deapher, discuss, evaluate and appreciale tests on a intellectually

challenging level

Social Studies

To develop students’ ability to examine the changing course and
mature of the human experience from an international perspective;
to employ an appreciation of the past in recognizng the reasons for
and significance of contenporary events; to empower the indiadual
Iy encouraging them to engage in heir own education and inspir
ing a Lasting affection for history and the ililities of global

Explorations in Global

Students explore the evolubon of geography through the application of
geographic concepts to historical and contemporary spatial problems.
The classic divisions of this discipline, physical and human geography,
are examined at length through the common themes of location, place,
movement, regions and luman envirommental inleraction. Real world
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Comparative Government and Religion
Sturdents pursue an und ling of the g

History of lhe Americas

andl religious variation between tf‘l‘s«‘-shl:[}‘ ations. By evaluating
political and religious relationships and applying common concepls
used 1o analyze these respective systims, students engage in a compre
hensive and demonstrate comparative knowledge of vanous systems

Stadersts in ninth and fersth grades participabe in a computer assived mtemational relatims simula

i conduscted over e Ingernet alomg with alher schooks from allaver the woeld wih he goal of addressing i hast on infernational issises fram a variely of nafional,
ethimie and religaous perspectives. Students stuiby. research and negobiale thesr position on issaes rangmg fram efbiic cleansing o aie pollubion to econonsic sanchons

Students igate the causes and effects of mulienationnlism in the
New Warld wath the goal of understanding connections to contempo-
rary events in the western hemisphere. By thinking entically, analyang
information independently and discussing issues constructively, the
academically motivated student will exhibit a contextual knowledge of
hustory and develop a deeper understanding of how historians create
history throigh personal perspective

Twentieth Century World History

Drawing upon earlier studies in comparative government students
pursue a more in depth examination mbo the multiple pathways that
Irace the joumey to contemporary historical events. Beginning wilh
an examination of imperialism and twentieth century nationalism,
students will proceed to explore the acute mipact of WAV, Versailles
and Wilson on the course of American foreign policy to the present
day.

Mathematics

Toincrease students' abilities to visualize, describe, and analyze

im math tical terms; todevelop skills in justifying
claims, proving conjectures and using symbols i reasoning; to
provide the underpinnings for o range of careers by developing
strong conceptul understandings; to learn to think and communi
cale effectively in mathematics.

Ge

Research in teaching geometry recognizes that students pass through a
series of levels of geometric thinking; visualization, analysis, informal
deduction, and formal deduction, and they must master each level
biefore moving fo the nest. Consegquently this course focuses onan
inductive approach to learning geometric principles. Students are
asked to develop conjectures based on observed properties of vanous
figures. After students have developed a good serise of geametric prin-
ciples they are introduced to the ngors of deductive proofs.

Algebra l

This course helps students understand why they need algebr, devel-
ops their skills of algebraic manipulation and equation subving, pro
vides opportuniies to apply geometne knowledge gained in previous
courses, develops abilities in reading mathiematics and introduces
fundamentally nportant mathematical ideas, The content of the
course is designed to create mathematically literate students who have
a good grasp of the fundamentals of sophisticated algebra.

Advanced Algebra and Trigonometry

This is a course in which students hone ther mathematical skills
before they begin the study of calculus. The subjects of study are
more detailed examinations of topics encourdered in algebra, Other
topics include polar graphing, trig identities and eq

andl detailed functional analysis. Graphing skills are heasily empha
sized. Once these topics are mastered the course delves into togaes
such as probability, statistics, sequences, series and graph theory,
The vear ends with an introduction to the concept of limit,

Calculus

Caleulus can be descnbed as the mathematical analysis of changing
phenomenn, Drawing from fogics in previous courses, the congepl of
timit is developed mto methods of differentiation, analysis of func
tions, methods of itegration, and the application of these concepts
in fields such as engineering, science and economics. Graphing
caleulators are used as daily tools since graphical analysis plays a
major part in the development of many concepts and everyday prolr

lem solving.

Science
T teach students bow 1o ask and answer their own questions using
the scientific mcﬂlu.l. 10 develop pluocdnral and analynical skills
theough extensive L to understand the
benefits of computer interface w:huu:&ngy to acquire and analyze data;
1o foster an appreciation for and underssnding of the natural world.

Biolo

“Through the Bend Science Station-

Students focus their attention on the science of life, The course bagins by introducing the shudy of ihe cells and molecules essential to life. Intro-
ductory genetics will provide the biasis for discussions about the theory of evolution. Students wall gain an appreciation for the diversity of life on
our planet through observations of live onganisims and dissections. The concepls of ecolagy and human impact are also introduced trough st

dent directed lomg term research, b the first year of this program it s
Iikely thit this program will be taught to a combined class of mnth and
tenth grade shudents al the Bend Science Station site.

Chemistry
Students will explore thee hasic concepts of chemistry in a lab setting,

Mtomic theory, chemical bonding, chemical reaction, and periodic law
are some of the topacs covered in this lab science course

Physics

Studdents focus their studies on the buws that govern the motion of
objects aronnd us. This one year study of dassical mechanics pro-
vides student with the shills nevessary to understand the following
concepts: displacement, velocity, acceleration, vectors, two dimen-
stonal kinematics, Newton's laws of motion, force, universal gravita-
tion, circular motion, oscillations, buoyancy, fusd dynamics, and
Bemoulli's law.

Science Elective

* Analomy and Physiology
* Independent Research
* Invertebrate Zoology

# Geology

# Marine Biology

Spanish
To develop working knowledge of the complex structures of basic
Spanish and to expand on the culiural themes introduced at the
previous level; to expose students to situational contest requanng
thoughtful rather than mechanical rsponse; to develop equally,
writken, oral, reading and listening shills; to advance the personal
communication skills of all students.

Spanish IV
Students leam to desenbe activity and to narrate sequential events in
present and past tenses. They drwlnp the ability to employ a variely of
grammar and tenses including: present, pretenit, imperfect,
fulure, :nl;wmlnr. conditional, present pn‘l’ﬂl present subpundive,

1. mdirect ulr]m and using past participles as
llll|ﬂ|lh"i Students receive equnl emphasis in written and spoken
expression and the refining of reading and listening skills.

Spanish V

Studdends learn to read newspapers; discuss current events; express
doulit or uncertainty; gve advice, make suggestions and communicate
emotional reaction. Studenls also leam 1o express desires and needs
and to speak of past, present and fiture events. Students review impor-
tint grammiatical structures and leam the pluperfect indicative as well
as the imperfect and pluperfect subjunctive. Students confine to refine
writtert and spoken expression. reading, and listening skills.

Spanish V1

Students explore a vanely of language contexts mcluding dramatic
performances, novels, poetry and short stories o reinforce the gram-
mar anid vocalrlary base acquired in earlier courses. Shadents work
on becoming proficient speakers and writers. Wriling exercises mclude
interpretive and expository papers. Stulents are introdiced to tech-
nirpuies of fiterary analysis and emphasis is given to mechanics as well
as advanced instruction in written and oral expression,

Spanish VIl

This conrse further exposes sludents to literature of the Spanish-
speaking world, chosen from all major genres. Spanish grammar is
reviewed and the techniques of literary analysis are reinforced. Fre
aquent essays and research papers are requined. Student receive lecture
in Spanish and engage in discussions of literary, social and historic
topics in Spanish. Students who put in additional time and effort are
prepared to take the Spamish Advanced Placerent exam in May.

Technology

Too muaster and extend the application of technology as a strategy for
genuine enhancement of learming and a powerful tool of communi
cation for expressing our ideas, knowledge and achievement,

Integrated Technology

Technology instruction will be integrated in meaningful ways across the curriculum, The applications will include the mastery and extension of word processing skills, communication skills, database manipulation, spreadsheet funclionality, multimedia skills and information acquisition and
manipulation skills in all core academic areas. Instruc tion will ¢m|ﬂn} |m|:|i|1|r \h.msnﬂ‘!l software programs including Microsoft Word®, Microsoft Excel®, Microsoft Publisher®), Microsoft FrontPage® and Microsoft PowerPomt®, as well as other software such as ArcView™ Geographic Infor-

and N

Network C

mation Systems software, the Inf LT

(CONSnet®) and LoggerPro 2.2

. Ethical use of fechnology and mstruchion of atation protocols will be integrated hroughout the cumculum

Art and Drama

To expose students to basic elements of artistic expression, media
and design; to explore relevant art hastory as it relates to class work.

Studio Art

This two semester course introduces students to the basic concepls of drawing, painding and design. Students explore a wide range of media, including penal, charcoal, colored pencl, pastels, acndic painting and woodworking in their exploration of the elements of arl and the principles of

visunl is s placed on exp

Iy imterpreting an idea. Examination of influential arfists and relevant arl movements is a also a significant component of this course. Students will develop a body of work o be included in their portiolio.

Activities and Sports

To familiarze students with athletic opportunity within Deschutes
County; to maximize the opportunities provided by unique region in
which we live; to develop a life long love of physical activity.

Skiing, Golf, Tennis, Equestrian, and Inframural Sports

I is the goal of Cascades Avademy to offer limited aflerschool spart opportunities. With aur small student bady, we will likely offer sports in which individuals can participate and compete. These apportunities include competitive and recreational skiing, compehitive golf, competitive tennis

and o recreational eque clubs. Beyond these opy

Cascades Academy will provide a host of intramural activities and games such as the every popular “April Insanity” three-on-three

s kethall 1

| and other i

Olympaad, The emphasis of all these opportunities will be on personal health and well: -heing with an eye toward developing a life-long enjoyment ul|v||pﬂm] activity amd sport

{ournaments such i pingpong and a schookwide

Portfolio of Achievement “The Vitae"

To muthenticate assessiment across the lower school: to demonstrate the
depth and breadih of educational experience; to demanstrate growth
aver fime.

Utilizing the skills mistered through the completion of the Middle School Publishing Portfolio, Upper School students will proceed to create a body of work that represents their intellectual growth and achievement. The Vitae Portfolio is content drven and allows each individual to develop an
avareness of their own leaming style. Students will electronically log o variety of formutive assessment materials ineluding weilten, oral, and graphic materials, Through these medivms a wide rmnge of skills can be demonstrated. By allowing ench student the oppertunity lo choose sulmis
sions, individual interests and strengths are emphasized. Because this is a four year cumulative project, students have the opportunity to reflect on theer progress and quality of work in relation fo previously set and clearly articulated goals. Students must select and justify portiolio choices,
momitor and comment on their progress, and refine future expectations. As Jumors and Seniors, a student designed and mamtamed webpage that exhibits portfolio selections wall serves s an extension of the Resume Project




