
Cascades Academy: Middle School Summer Reading, 2019 
 
Over the summer, you are required to read two books and complete two projects: one reading and one 
writing project. For your first book, choose one of the books and projects from the list below. All of the 
following books are recent award-winning or notable books in middle school literature. They represent a 
diverse set of topics and writing styles intended for a diverse set of readers. The books have been chosen 
to expose readers to current and notable young adult literature. Many of these books will open up 
readers’ minds to topics and conversations impacting young people today.  
 
In parentheses, I have indicated my grade level recommendation for each book, based on the subject 
matter and reading level. This recommendation should not necessarily dissuade you from a particular 
book if you’re interested in it and have done your own research to determine whether or not it’s 
appropriate for you. In order to find a book that is challenging, appropriate for you, and something you’ll 
enjoy, it is recommended that you find out more about each book on your own. Barnes and Noble and 
Amazon are great places to start; another great website is: www.commonsensemedia.org.  
 
Books with an * next to the title have received more than one award/notable recognition. 
 
The second book is a free choice book, and you do not need to complete a project on it. Your free choice 
book can be any book you haven’t read that is appropriate to your reading ability. There is a list of books 
recommended by other middle school students at the end of this packet if you are trying to decide what 
book you should read for your free choice book. Come prepared to talk about that free choice book with 
your classmates at the beginning of the school year.  
 
New this year! Keep track of all the books you read this summer in the provided log, including the two 
books you choose to read as part of the required summer reading assignment. For every 100 pages you 
read, you will be entered into a raffle for a chance to win a cool prize when we get back from school in the 
fall.  
 
Please email Mrs. Schroeder at schroeder@cascadesacademy.org if you have any questions about the 
books or assignments. 

 
ALL READING AND WRITING ASSIGNMENTS DUE MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH.  

 
ALL ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS SHOULD BE SHARED OR EMAILED TO MRS. SCHROEDER OR 

UPLOADED TO AN EXTERNAL DEVICE AND BROUGHT TO SCHOOL.  
An opportunity to submit electronic assignments to our new online learning management system will be 

given during the first week of school. 
 
  

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
mailto:schroeder@cascadesacademy.org


Recent Award-Winning Books and American Library Association Notable Books for 6th-8th Grade 
 
Amal Unbound. By Aisha Saeed. (6) 

Unknowingly, Amal insults a corrupt but powerful man in her small Pakistani village. As 
retribution, he claims her as an indentured servant. 

*The Assassination of Brangwain Spurge. By M.T. Anderson and Eugene Yelchin. (6,7)  
Uptight elfin historian Brangwain Spurge is on a mission: survive being catapulted across the 
mountains into goblin territory, deliver a priceless peace offering to their mysterious dark lord, and 
spy on the goblin kingdom — from which no elf has returned alive in more than a hundred years. 
(National Book Award Finalist) 

*Attucks! Oscar Robertson and the Basketball Team that Awakened a City. By Phillip Hoose. (6,7,8)  
This is a comprehensive account of the people and the events involved in the first all-Black high 
school basketball team that confronted segregation in Indianapolis and won. 

Be Prepared. By Vera Brosgol. Illus. by Vera Brosgol and Alec Longstreth. (6) 
Brosgol comically recounts her experiences at a summer camp for Russian American kids in this 
graphic memoir. 

Boots on the Ground: America’s War in Vietnam. By Elizabeth Partridge. (7,8) 
People who lived through the Vietnam War discuss its history and politics in this illuminating book 
featuring dramatic photographs and first-person accounts. 

*Children of Blood and Bone: Legacy of Orisha, Book 1. By Tomi Adeyemi. (7,8) 
In an adventure infused with West African mythology, Zélie’s magic reawakens and she battles to 
restore magic to the oppressed kingdom of Orïsha. 

The Cruel Prince (The Folk of the Air, Book 1). By Holly Black. (8) 
In this dark high fantasy, twin mortal girls are caught up in the political machinations of powerful, 
blood-thirsty Faeries. 

Darius the Great is Not Okay. By Adib Khorram. (7,8)  
Darius is not okay with his impossible-to-please father, his mother and sister’s shared Farsi 
sisterhood, and his “Fractional Persian” heritage. A family trip to his mother’s homeland means 
learning more about his family, himself, and the many forms love can take. 

Dread Nation. By Justina Ireland. (7,8) 
In post-Civil War America where the dead have refused to stay buried, Jane has spent her entire 
life training in a special combat school for African American children, preparing to save the lives 
of the wealthy. When entire families go missing, she learns her combat skills are incredibly 
useful- against both the dead and the living. 

A Few Red Drops. By Claire Hartfield. (7,8) 
On a hot day in July 1919, five black youths went swimming in Lake Michigan, unintentionally 
floating close to the "white" beach. An angry white man began throwing stones at the boys, 
striking and killing one. Racial conflict on the beach erupted into days of urban violence that 
shook the city of Chicago to its foundations. (Coretta Scott King Author Winner) 

Foolish Hearts. By Emma Mills. (7,8)  
When Claudia finds herself ensnared in a school production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream, she 
must also navigate the elaborate politics of her private girls’ school, her budding friendship with 
prickly Iris, and a charming, tentative romance in addition to family drama in this funny, feel-good 
contemporary novel. 

Frankie. By Shivaun Piozza. (7,8)  
Frankie Vega’s half-brother suddenly presents himself, and just as she begins to get to know him, 
he disappears. Frankie is the only one who seems worried about his whereabouts so she sets out 
to find him. 



 
*The Girl Who Drew Butterflies: How Maria Merian’s Art Changed Science. By Joyce Sidman.  (6,7) 

On pages featuring Merian's illustrations, this inviting volume demonstrates how her fascination 
with observing life cycles led her to create realistic and detailed drawings that changed scientific 
research. (Sibert Medal Book) 

*Ghost Boys. By Jewell Parker Rhodes. (6,7) 
This novel explores the issues of racial violence and police brutality from the viewpoint of Jerome, 
the ghost of a 12-year-old black boy gunned down by a white police officer. 

Harbor Me. By Jacqueline Woodson. (6) 
Six children learn the power of sharing their stories when their teacher assigns them to spend 
Fridays in a weekly conversation circle. 

*A Heart in a Body in the World By Deb Caletti. (8) 
After a traumatic incident, Annabelle manages to finish her senior year with the support of her 
friends and family and the comfort of routine: school, work, cross-country. One night, she reaches 
her breaking point and she begins to run – across the US. Along the way she becomes a 
reluctant activist. (A Printz Honor Book) 

*Hey, Kiddo: How I Lost My Mother, Found My Father, and Dealt with Family Addiction. By Jarrett J. 
Krosoczka. Illus. by the author. (7,8) 

This graphic memoir offers an intimate portrait of a young artist growing up in challenging 
circumstances, including his single mother’s lifelong battle with drug addiction. (National Book 
Award Finalist) 

Illegal. By Eoin Colfer and Andrew Donkin. Illus. by Giovanni Rigano. (6) 
Determined preteen Ebo leaves his impoverished Nigerian village to follow his older siblings, all 
of whom have one dream: to make it to Europe, by any means possible. 

Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World. By Ashley Herring Blake. (6,7) 
As her family deals with the devastating aftermath of a tornado, Ivy loses a sketchbook in which 
she has drawn pictures that reveal her secret same-sex crushes. 

Jazz Owls: A Novel of the Zoot Suit Riots. By Margarita Engle. Illus. by Rudy Gutierrez. (7,8) 
In this novel-in-verse set in 1940’s Los Angeles, several Mexican American teens are swept into 
the chaos of the Zoot Suit Riots. 

The Journey of Little Charlie By Christopher Paul Curtis. (6,7)  
Newbery Medalist Christopher Paul Curtis brings his trademark humor and heart to this story of a 
boy struggling to do right in the face of history's cruelest evils. (National Book Award Finalist) 

*Lifeboat 12. By Susan Hood. (6,7) 
Ken Sparks drifts at sea on a lifeboat with a group of passengers after the sinking of a ship 
carrying evacuated British children to Canada during WWII. 

The Mad Wolf’s Daughter. By Diane Magras. (6) 
Drest sets out on a medieval quest in the Scottish highlands to rescue her five brothers and 
father, who have been captured by a neighboring Lord. 

March Forward, Girl: From Young Warrior to Little Rock Nine. By Melba Pattillo Beals. Illus. by Frank 
Morrison. (6,7) 

This compelling memoir about Melba Pattillo’s childhood focuses on her growing understanding 
of the impact of racism in the years leading up to her role as one of the historic Little Rock Nine. 

Merci Suárez Changes Gears. By Meg Medina. (6) 
Using humor and grace, Merci, a charming and plucky protagonist, cycles through life’s 
challenges with the support of her intergenerational family. This richly nuanced novel tackles the 
complexity of navigating a multicultural identity amidst changing family dynamics. (Newbery 
Medal Winner) 



 
*Neanderthal Opens the Door to the Universe. By Preston Norton. (8)  

Aaron is the star of Happy Valley High School until he suffers a concussion after a boating 
accident, or receives a visit from God, depending on who you believe. God gives him a to-do list 
and tells him he will need the help of Cliff Hubbard (a.k.a. Neanderthal). 

*The Night Diary. By Veera Hiranandani. (6,7,8) 
Told in the form of diary entries addressed to Nisha’s dead mother, this novel traces a mixed-faith 
family’s flight from Mirpur Khas, Pakistan, to Jodhpur, India, during the partitioning of India in 
1947. (Newbery Honor Book) 

*The Poet X. By Elizabeth Acevedo. (7,8) 
Poetry provides teenage Xiomara an outlet to express herself as she struggles with her 
demanding mother’s religious expectations, a secret romance, and self acceptance. (Pura Belpré 
Author Award Book, National Book Award Winner) 

The Prince and the Dressmaker. By Jen Wang. Illus. by the author. (7,8) 
Prince Sebastian secretly likes to wear dresses and hires talented dressmaker Frances to 
transform him into fashionista Lady Crystallia in this graphic novel. How long can the duo keep 
Sebastian’s secret? 

Rebound. By Kwame Alexander. Illus. by Dawud Anyabwile. (6,7) 
After being sent to his grandparents’ house for the summer, Chuck Bell finds his groove through 
basketball, comics, and exploring his roots in this companion title to 2015 Newbery winner The 
Crossover.  

*Run for Your Life. By Silvana Gandolfi. Tr. by Lynne Sharon Schwartz. (7,8) 
In alternating voices, this Italian novel tells the story of two brothers separated by Mafia violence. 
(Batchelder Honor Book) 

Small Spaces. By Katherine Arden. (6,7)  
Horror fans will appreciate this suspenseful tale of a field trip gone wrong, as 11-year-old Ollie 
races against the clock to save herself and her classmates. 

*Spooked! How a Radio Broadcast and The War of the Worlds Sparked the 1938 Invasion of 
America. By Gail Jarrow. (6,7,8) 

This account of the infamous War of the Worlds radio show explores the key players and 
development of the broadcast as well as its aftermath. (Sibert Honor Book) 

Streetcar to Justice: How Elizabeth Jennings Won the Right to Ride in New York. By Amy Hill 
Hearth. (6,7) 

The little-known story of a young African American teacher, who was thrown off a streetcar in 
1854 and won a court case against the railway company, comes to life in this account. 

*They Call Me Güero: A Border Kid's Poems. By David Bowles. (6,7,8) 
Güero describes his neighborhood on the Mexican border, his hard-working family, and his 
growing love of poetry in this novel-in-verse. (Pura Belpré Author Honor Book) 

*Tight. By Torrey Maldonado. (6) 
Bryan’s friendship with new friend Mike highlights the young teen’s journey through peer pressure 
and family dynamics as he struggles to navigate the consequences of choosing between right 
and wrong. 

*The Unwanted: Stories of the Syrian Refugees. By Don Brown. Illus. by the author. (7,8) 
This graphic novel account of the Syrian refugee crisis examines both the horror and the hope of 
the world's response.  

 
  



Finally, below is the list of books for the 2019-2020 Oregon Battle of the Books. They are appropriate for 
all students in 6th-8th grades, though I still encourage you to check a website to determine if it’s at your 
readability or interest level. You may choose to do your project on one of these books instead of the other 
list if you’d prefer. It is our hope to be able to field a team for the 2019-2020 Oregon Battle of the Books 
Competition! 
 
Oregon Battle of the Books Titles for 2019-2020 for Grades 6-8 
 
The Blackthorn Key by Kevin Sands 
Falling Over Sideways by Jordan Sonnenblick 
The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Pérez 
Frogkisser! by Garth Nix 
The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 
House Arrest by K.A. Holt 
Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling 
It Ain’t So Awful, Falafel by Firoozeh Dumas 
The List by Patricia Forde 
Ms. Bixby’s Last Day by John David Anderson 
The Novice by Taran Matharu 
The Only Road by Alexandra Diaz 
The Port Chicago 50 by Steve Sheinkin 
The School for Good and Evil by Soman Chainani 
The Shadow Cipher by Laura Ruby 
The Teacher’s Funeral by Richard Peck 
 
Here are a list of books that Cascades Academy middle school students recommend you read this 
summer. These books can count towards your free choice book, but you should do your project on one of 
the books from either the notable and award-winning books or Oregon Battle of the Books. 
 
BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY OTHER MIDDLE SCHOOLERS FOR YOUR FREE CHOICE BOOK: 
 
Ready Player One by Ernest Cline Scythe by Neal Shusterman 
Elantris by Brandon Sanderson Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 
Life of Pi by Yann Martel Ginny Moon by Benjamin Ludwig 
Running Home by Katie Arnold Caraval by Stephanie Garber 
The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 
Becoming by Michelle Obama Orphan Island by Laurel Snyder 
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr The Serpent King by Jeff Zentner 
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas Dear Martin by Nic Stone 
Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell 
Me, Earl, and the Dying Girl by Jesse Andrews 
Holding Up The Universe by Jennifer Niven 
The Lost City of the Monkey God by Douglas Preston 
The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 
Magnus Chase: Sword of Summer by Rick Riordan 
Peter Nimble and His Fantastic Eyes by Jonathan Auxier 
 



Cascades Academy Summer Reading Project Choices, 2019 
 

Complete ONE of the following projects on the book you read from the list. 
 

● Create an original mini-book of the book you read. 
○ The book should include the following: 

■ 6 pages long, which includes a front cover and 5 pages of plot summary 
■ Name and author of the book on the front cover 
■ Text and a picture on each page 
■ Chronological plot summary, highlighting major turning points and events that 

happen in the book (think about turning points and rising action, climax, falling 
action) 

○ Your book may be handmade or made on the computer in a slideshow style presentation. 
● Create a video plot summary.  Choose 5 main events of the book, and recreate them on video in 

chronological order.  Each event/scene should be between 30-60 seconds long.  Accompany 
your video with a brief paragraph description of what is happening in each scene.  

● Create an original musical soundtrack to the book.  Choose 5 songs that you think relate to some 
aspect of the book (plot, character, setting, theme, etc.).  Write one paragraph related to each of 
your song choices explaining why you chose that song and how it relates to the book. Burn your 
soundtrack onto a CD, or other digital format, so that it’s easy to share.  

● Review your book! The books on the list have all won an award or have been called a notable 
book by the American Library Association. Do you think this book deserved that award/accolade? 
Write a two page (double-spaced) review of the book. The review should include the following: 

○ An original plot summary 
○ An analysis of one main character (lessons the main character learns/how the main 

character changes/traits of the main character with examples from the book supporting 
those traits, etc.) 

○ What you think your peers (students your age) should know about the book before 
reading it 

○ Overall thoughts on the book….was it deserving of an award/accolades in your opinion? 
Why or why not?  

● Create an original board game for your book! Include a set of rules with the game and make sure 
to highlight different aspects of plot/character/setting throughout your game. Lots of room for 
creativity in this project, provided each decision you make is somehow related to the book.  

● Create an artistic collage for your book, either on a paper format or a digital format. Include a 
minimum of 10 images depicting key elements of your story (character, setting, plot, climax, 
theme, etc.) Either write up an explanation for why you chose each of your images, OR be 
prepared to present your collage with formal explanations for the choices you made. 

 
 
Please email Mrs. Schroeder at schroeder@cascadesacademy.org if you have any questions about the 
books or assignments. 

 
ALL READING AND WRITING ASSIGNMENTS DUE MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH. Electronic 

submissions may be uploaded to our new learning management system upon our return from 
Steelhead Week. 

  

mailto:schroeder@cascadesacademy.org


Cascades Academy Summer Writing Project Choices, 2019 
 
Choose one of the following assignments.  You may do more than one assignment if you wish; all 
assignments should be related to your summer!  
 

● Write a short story about an adventure you had this summer.  Pack the story with action, 
suspense, and dialogue (when applicable). Your story should be approximately two pages long 
(double-spaced, if typed) and include a beginning, a middle, and an end. 

● Write a free verse poem about something you did over the summer. Include an original artistic 
representation (illustration, sculpture, etc.) to accompany your poem. The poem should be a 
minimum of 10 lines. 

● Create a photo album of things you did this summer (digital or hard copy).  You must caption 
your photos by explaining what is happening, who is in the photo, and where it takes place.  

● Create an online blog or notebook journal about your summer. Write about major events that 
happen to you over the summer, reflections you have during the summer vacation, original poetry 
that reflects your thoughts over the summer, a clear description of the setting you’re experiencing, 
etc. Minimum of 4 entries. You may include photos or illustrations. If you create a blog, make sure 
to invite me to read it! 

● Write about someone interesting you meet or spend time with this summer. Get to know more 
about this person by asking pertinent questions that will help you tell a really great story about 
this individual. Focus on one significant event in this person’s life and have it read more like a 
re-telling of that story (think: creative nonfiction). This should be approximately two pages long 
(double-spaced, if typed), and should clearly identify the person. 

● Now’s your chance to write that longer story you’ve had ideas for! Write a story that has multiple 
“chapters” to it. Make sure your final product is well-edited and has a beginning, middle, and end 
to it. Also, make sure it contains well-developed elements of fiction: setting, character, plot, mood, 
and theme. Your story may include photos or illustrations. This project does not have to be about 
your summer. 
 

Please email Mrs. Schroeder at schroeder@cascadesacademy.org if you have any questions about the 
books or assignments. 

 
ALL READING AND WRITING ASSIGNMENTS DUE MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH.  

 
ALL ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS SHOULD BE SHARED OR EMAILED TO MRS. SCHROEDER OR 

UPLOADED TO AN EXTERNAL DEVICE AND BROUGHT TO SCHOOL.  
An opportunity to submit electronic assignments to our new online learning management system will be 

given during the first week of school. 
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Cascades Academy Summer Reading 2019 - Reading Log 
 
Please use this log to record ALL books you read this summer (middle grade books and higher), including 
the books you read as part of the required summer reading assignments. Include a short reflection on 
each book. For every 100 pages you read this summer, your name will be included in a drawing to win 
cool prizes in the fall! The more you read, the more chances you have to win! A parent signature is 
required. Make as many copies of this reading log as you need! 
Your reflection should be a few sentences that includes: 

● Your thoughts about the book and an explanation of why 
● To whom you would recommend this book and an explanation of why 

 

Title of Book Number 
of Pages 

Read 

Reflection 

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  

 
 
Final Page Number Count: _____________ Parent Signature: ______________________________ 
 


