
 
 
 

9th and 10th Grade Summer Assignments 
 
Please spend some time this summer reading and researching topics related to our fall class 
called Western Issues. Our course topics in the fall will include the following: 
  
Cultural Clashes and Movements 
Racism in the West 
Environmental issues- Climate change, fire, water issues, endangered animals 
Immigration from every direction 
Social Movements and Unrest 
Art and Literature of the West 
And a special nod to one of the plays at Ashland (Oregon Shakespeare Festival) 
 
These summer assignments span a wide range of styles, lengths, and subjects. Each book is 
related to one or more of the topics above. These topics will guide us through much of our first 
trimester. The readings and assignments are designed to help you build a solid foundation for 
our first trimester of the 2019-2020 school year.  The associated assignments offer plenty of 
choices. Please complete two of the three options below. The goal is for everyone to complete 
at least one of the Summer Reading options, complemented by either a second reading option 
or a Research and Reporting option, prior to the first day of classes.  

Option #1: Summer Reading: Read the introduction and the first two chapters of Cadillac 
Desert by Marc Reisner and be ready to discuss it. Additionally, for this option please complete 
any two of the following four assignments: 

1. Create something that physically represents a topic from the first two chapters of the 
book. Write a one-paragraph explanation of your creation. Be prepared to explain what 
you create. Construct, paint, draw, create with any material of your artistic choosing. 
 

2. Generate a Cadillac Desert quiz with at least ten questions spanning both chapters. 
Multiple Choice, Short Answer and at least one essay question required. Include an 
answer key, and make sure your answers include references directly to the text with 
page numbers. 
 



3. Create a poem or song about Cadillac Desert that showcases the first two chapters of 
the book. Use at least two examples of symbolism (an object representing another, to 
give an entirely different meaning that is much deeper and more significant) and 
explain/define each example in supporting paragraphs. 
 

4. Fact Checker: Marc Reisner finished Cadillac Desert in 1986. A lot has changed since 
then. Choose at least two topics covered in the first two chapters of the book that are 
now inaccurate (or obsolete) and give them a 2019 overhaul. In other words, choose two 
subjects that Reisner describes, research them, and provide accurate, up to date 
information in a 500-1000 word essay.   

Option #2: Summer Reading: Please read (at least) one of the seventeen options below (#3 is 
two books) and complete the book review assignment. You have a lot of freedom, and as a 
result, part of the assignment is identifying what it is you want to read. I strongly suggest you 
research the book titles and authors in order to pick something that is challenging, appropriate 
for you, and enjoyable. Barnes and Noble and Amazon are great places to start. Note that #3 
includes two books. These are books one and two in a five book series. If you choose this 
option, please include both books in one review. If you already completed a review for Mr. 
Tucket during the spring term, complete the review for Call Me Francis Tucket only. 

The book review assignment can be found here.  
 

1. The Solace of Open Spaces: by Gretel Ehrlich. 144 pages 
2. Frontier Grit: The Unlikely True Stories of Daring Pioneer Women. by Marianne 

Monson. 198 pages 
3. The Last Woman Standing: by Thelma Adams. 300 pages  
4. Mr. Tucket and Call Me Francis Tucket: by Gary Paulson. 280 total pages 
5. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian: by Sherman Alexi. 230 pages  
6. Snow Falling on Cedars: David Guterson. 460 pages 
7. The Golden Spruce: John Vaillant. 288 pages 
8. Power Shift: How Latinos in California Transformed Politics in America: David 

Ayon. 323 pages  
9. Wide-Open Town: A History of Queer San Francisco to 1965: by Nan Alamilla Boyd. 

334 pages. 
10. The Making of Asian America: A History: by Erika Lee. 528 pages  
11. Three Tough Chinamen: by Scott D. Seligman. 285 pages 
12. Against the Day: Thomas Pynchon. 1085 pages 
13. The Buddha in the Attic: by Julie Otsuka. 144 pages  
14. Little Scarlet: by Walter Mosley. 320 pages  
15. Housekeeping: by Marilynne Robinson. 219 pages 
16. Where the Water Goes: Life and Death along the Colorado River: by David Owen.  

288 pages 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xw4B4UkuTayOIG7eyGm3mye49SwhSNw5G4hed9-om4A/edit
https://www.amazon.com/Scott-D.-Seligman/e/B001IGHOAO/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


17. Wolf Nation: The Life, Death, and Return of Wild American Wolves by Brenda 
Peterson. 304 pages 

 
Option #3: Research and Reporting:  For this option please complete one of the following two 
assignments:  
 

1. Current Events: Choose two topics covering separate current news items impacting one 
or more of the following Western Issue topics below. The assignment can be found here.  

 
2. Presentation: Research one of the Western Issue topics below and prepare a 3-5 minute 

presentation. Your presentation can be in the form of a lecture, a slide presentation, or a 
video (created by you). Please focus on how your chosen topic has affected the culture 
of states or cities in the western part of the U.S or vice versa. 
 

3. Opinion Paper: Choose one of the issues below and write a 500-1000 word essay 
describing your feelings and knowledge about the topic. Please include at least two 
sources. This is not meant to be a research paper.  

 
 

Western Issues Topics 
Gay Rights Issues 
Racial Issues  
Immigration Issues 
Environmental Issues (Water, Timber, Fishing, Endangered Species) 
Art or Literature of the West  
Climate Issues of the West 
 

 
ALL ASSIGNMENTS DUE MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 9TH. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nm2v6St1vrPG-D_-B5bRGRjzHLK-LmW3k8P7CkSX2Ig/edit#

